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TRAFFIC SAFETY OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Rules and Criteria

[bookmark: _Hlk118989146]The Traffic Safety Officer of the Year Award is designed to recognize an officer who has demonstrated a commitment to enforcing traffic safety laws and promoting traffic safety aimed at reducing fatalities and serious injuries on North Dakota roadways. Nominees are officers who work to not only enforce laws, but to educate the public about critical behaviors, such as occupant protection, impaired driving, distracted driving, and speeding. This nomination should reflect the officer’s traffic safety efforts for the time period of October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145074541]An award presentation will take place at the 2026 Vision Zero Partner Conference (VZPC). Please read the eligibility requirements and criteria below and submit nominations via the VZPC email. Nominations are due January 31, 2026. The nomination form can be found on page two and three.

TRAFFIC SAFETY OFFICER OF THE YEAR
· All entries for Traffic Safety Officer of the Year Award must be based on traffic safety efforts by duly sworn law enforcement officers.
· Each entry must be signed and submitted by the officer’s agency head or supervisor.
· Entries should reflect cases, initiatives, or leadership in traffic safety enforcement, education, or community engagement.
· Thorough professional police work, positive impact on public safety, and demonstration of leadership or innovation are key judging criteria.
· The North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) Highway Safety Division reserves the right to publicize the winner’s name and the details as part of a national and local law enforcement awareness program

[bookmark: _Hlk145074255]JUDGING CRITERIA
· Entries and supporting data will be reviewed by the NDDOT Highway Safety Division.
· Thoroughness of submitted entry is required.  Attachments are encouraged, but concise descriptions are required. 
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TRAFFIC SAFETY OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Eligibility Dates: October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025
Deadline: January 31, 2026

OFFICER INFORMATION
	First Name: Enter text
	Last Name: Enter text

	Rank: Enter text
	Email: Enter text



AGENCY INFORMATION
	Agency Name: Enter text

	Address: Enter text

	City: Enter text
	Zip: Enter text



Note: To ensure your nomination is fully considered, please complete all sections of this form. While attachments such as reports, case summaries, or additional materials are welcome, each section should include a concise description of the nominee’s accomplishments in your own words. If needed, you may provide additional details on separate sheets. This form will serve as the cover sheet for your nomination.

1. Traffic Safety Promotion and Leadership: 
Describe how the officer has demonstrated leadership in promoting traffic safety within their department or community. Consider examples such as: leading, motivating, or mentoring others in traffic enforcement. Click or tap here to enter text.


What trainings has the officer completed to enhance their traffic enforcement or safety education skills? Click or tap here to enter text.


On average, what percentage of their regularly scheduled duty time is the officer able to dedicate to traffic safety on the road?     


2. Community Engagement and Outreach
Describe the officer’s participation in community-based activities beyond routine enforcement. Examples may include school or youth outreach programs, safety fairs, or volunteer work (car seat checks, bike rodeos, bike helmet giveaways, etc.), media appearances or public service announcements, collaboration with local organizations to promote traffic safety awareness.Click or tap here to enter text.

NOMINEE INFORMATION – Page 2
	First Name: Enter text
	Last Name: Enter text



3. Innovation and Initiative
Explain how the officer has demonstrated creativity, initiative, or use of data-driven approaches in improving traffic safety. Examples may include developing or implementing new enforcement strategies, programs, or technologies that improved outcomes.Click or tap here to enter text.

4. Traffic Safety Enforcement and Participation
Please indicate the total number of citations issued by the nominated officer during the time period listed above. In the “HVE Campaign Citations” column, provide the number of citations the nominee issued while working NDDOT high visibility enforcement overtime campaigns during the time period listed above. If your agency did not participate in a particular campaign, please write “Not Applicable”.
	Citation Category
	Nominee
Total
	Citation Category
	Nominee Total
	HVE Campaign Citations
	Nominee
Total

	Safety Belt
	
	DUI Arrests
	
	 Safety Belt/Child Restraint
	

	Child Restraint
	
	 MIC/MIP 
	
	 Speed
	

	Speed
	
	Open Container
	
	 DUI
	

	Distracted Driving
	
	All Drug Related Arrests
	
	 Distracted Driving
	



Other details:Click or tap here to enter text.



	Submitted by: Enter text

	Rank: Enter text

	Email: Enter text
	Date: Enter date	
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