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EMERGING LEADER AWARD
Rules and Criteria

The Emerging Leader Award recognizes a student who exemplifies the Vision Zero mission by taking initiative to make North Dakota’s roads safer for everyone. The nominee demonstrates outstanding leadership, creativity, and dedication to promoting traffic safety and positive behavior change among peers and community members. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145075091][bookmark: _Hlk145074541]An award presentation will take place at the 2026 Vision Zero Partner Conference (VZPC). Please read the eligibility requirements and criteria below and submit nominations via the VZPC email. Nominations are due January 31, 2026. The nomination form can be found on page two.

EMERGING LEADER 
Open to junior high through college students actively involved in traffic safety initiatives or outreach within their school or community. 

JUDGING CRITERIA
· Leadership & Initiative: Recognizes students who take initiative, inspire their peers, and embody what it means to be a changemaker in traffic safety. 
· Innovation & Collaboration: Highlights students who develop creative and unique strategies to address traffic-safety challenges and collaborate with peers, educators, first responders, and other community members to advance those efforts and make meaningful change.
· Impact: Creates visible, positive shifts in awareness, involvement, or safe behaviors within their school or community while modeling responsible choices.

ADDITIONAL DETAILS
This award was created to showcase the efforts of a student who demonstrates an exceptional commitment to advancing traffic safety. The examples provided below are meant to clarify the award’s intent, but they are NOT the only possibilities for awareness or outreach. Students may be eligible through many other impactful efforts.

· Organizing a school event to promote safe pedestrian, bicycle, passenger, and/or driver behaviors.
· Partnering with local first responders to host a distracted-driving awareness activity or presentation.
· Developing a social media campaign for National Teen Driver Safety Week.
· Advocating for a local or state traffic-safety policy or infrastructure improvement.
· Educating elementary school students on the importance of always buckling up.
· Leading a peer focuses campaign to educate on the dangers of impairment.



Emerging Leader Award
Visionzerond.com/traffic-safety-awards/
vzawards@nd.gov
EMERGING LEADER AWARD
Eligibility Dates: October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025
Deadline: January 31, 2026

NOMINEE INFORMATION
	Student Name: Enter text
	School Name: Enter text

	Address: Enter text
	City: Enter text
	State: Enter text

	Zip: Enter text
	Phone: Enter text

	Email: Enter text



Please describe in detail why you believe this nominee is worthy of State recognition. Include any relevant education or outreach efforts that promote traffic-safety awareness and advance Vision Zero goals.Click or tap here to enter text.

	Submitted by: Enter text
	
	Organization: Enter text

	Phone: Enter text
	
	Email: Enter text

	Date: Click or tap to enter a date.
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